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Ethics of Care and Social Security Law : for the Conversion
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Abstract

Recent legal theories of the social security law emphasize the support for relationship
as well as the traditional theory of right to live. They have affinity with the discussions
in various legal theories focusing on waver of subject and relationship. This paper pays
attention to the ethics of care as a typical normative theory which replaces the justice
theory of liberalism that has been often referred to in the social security law and focuses on
waver of subject and relationship, and tries to clarify its implications to the social security
law.

Ethics of care understands that everyone is not independent at birth but always under
the relationship of care. It recognizes the right of carer and the responsibility of society to
support carers. The implications of ethics of care to the social security law are as follows; 1)
for a legal theory, ethics of care forms the basis of responsibility to support the relationship
of care; 2)for contents, it shows that broad supports including social work are needed as
well as social security benefit; 3)for the characteristic feature, the rights are plastically
created based on continuous and individual relationship. On the other hand they have
topics to be discussed including the necessity of respect of supportee’ s will, the positioning
in the legal system under the constitution and the certainty of social security benefit.
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